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FCC SOCKS SIX WITH ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS 


The FCC is apparently not content to wait for 
more comments and plans to be filed before tak- 
ing action on the 20 meter dispute. The Commis- 
sion Officially announced on Friday, September 7, 
that three amateurs may be liable for $1,000 fines 
each for alleged violations of §Part 97. They in- 
clude Herbert Schoenbohm/KV4FZ, an outspoken 
critic of HF net practices and of FCC rule enforce- 
ment. Three additional hams have been cited for 
their alleged behavior on the band. 


The W5Y/ Report has extensively covered this con- 
troversy, which concerns the legality and neces- 
sity of various net, phone patch and bulletin ope- 
rations on 20 meters. The FCC has an ongoing 
inquiry into HF policy. It recently extended the 
deadline by which net managers are to produce 
their plans to resolve the issues. 


Yet on-air confrontations between rival groups 
continue, as well as opinionated "bulletins" on the 
subject. FCC personnel told us that they have 
been monitoring the 20-meter tirades for months, 
but in general have found little that directly contra- 
venes §Part 97. 


Nevertheless, engineers in two FCC Field Facilities 
(formerly called "Monitoring Stations" or "Offices") 
recorded instances of alleged deliberate inter- 
ference. They dispatched Notices of Violation and 
Notices of Apparent Liability to several hams over 


the last few weeks. The field engineers have full 
authority to issue the notices even though the 
FCC inquiry into long-term solutions isn't yet fin- 
ished. 


"These actions are in response to a large number 
of continuing complaints from licensed operators 
dissatisfied with present conditions on that [20 
meter] band," the FCC said in a news release. 
"Some amateur groups and individuals have not 
cooperated in the proper use of those amateur 
service frequencies pursuant to Commission 
rules." 


Engineers from the Vero Beach, Florida Facility 
issued Notices of Apparent Liability (NAL) for 
$1,000 each to Schoenbohm, of Christiansted, 
U.S. Virgin Islands; Richard K. Eastman/N5FX, 
Springdale, Arkansas; and William N. Terrill/K2BFl 
of New Hartford, N.Y. 


Vero Beach also issued a Notice of Violation to 
Glenn Baxter/K1MAN of the /nternational Amateur 
Radio Network. We covered that notice, which 
concerned improper international third-party traffic 
and failure to ID, in our Sept. 1 issue. Baxter was 
cited for violating §97.115(a)(2) for his alleged 
handling of an illegal third party phone patch 
between the K1MAN in the United States and 
UB5WE in the Soviet Union and §97.119(a), not 
identifying every ten minutes. 
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Engineers from the. Kingsville, Texas Facility 
issued Notices of Violation to William E. Pike, 
NODCP of Ferguson, Missouri and to Harold D. 
Case Jr., WD4PZT of Orlando, Florida, both citing 
violation of rules against willful interference 
(§97.101(d)). 


No fines yet 


A NAL is not a fine. Instead, it states that a viola- 
tion has apparently occurred and the amateur 
operator is apparently liable for a monetary fine 
under the Communications Act. Each NAL gives 
the recipient 30 days to reply. 


The FCC then reviews the reply and decides whe- 
ther to issue a forfeiture (fine) or to take other 
action. Failure to respond on time to the NAL is 
itself a violation of FCC rules. A forfeiture notice 
usually directs the recipient to mail a check to the 
FCC for the stated amount. Sometimes the FCC 
works out payment plans in cases of financial 
hardship. 


"Operators to whom the Commission has issued 
an Official Notice of Violation, but not a NAL, may 
still be issued a NAL within one year from the 
occurrence of the violation on which the Official 
Notice of Violation was based," the FCC said. 


Intercepts of on-air communications 


The intercepts (transcripts of FCC monitoring) are 
too long to print all of them here. Here is a por- 
tion. KV4FZ is indicated by # #. N5FX is indi- 
cated by "". NC7G, net control for the Maritime 
Mobile Net, is indicated by ( ). FCC notes are 
contained in // //. 


[Excerpted from the intercepts mailed to KV4FZ 
and N5FX:] 


(Any Fours, Fives, Sixes, or Sevens, before | go 
back north?) 


"November Five Foxtrot X-ray" 
(N5FX, | told you last weekend, you’re not going 


to be allowed in on my net as long as you prac- 
tice your disruptive practices...and you QRM the 


net. I’m not about to let you in, so just go some- 
where else.) 


"You go to hell. You don’t own this frequency. I'll 
call my traffic in spite of what you say, you bas- 
tard. KV4FZED, KV4FZED, N5FX." 

"KV4FZED, KV4FZED, N5SFX calling." 


(Okay, somebody’s talking on top of you//N5FX 
BLOCKS OUT// 


"KV4FZED, KV4FZED, N5FX. KV4Foxtrot Zulu, 
N5FX." 

"You ain’t going to bother me none, Jim...You just 
keep talking//BLOCKED//..How in the hell you 
ever got to be a net control again, is more than | 
know" 

"KV4FZED, N5SFX." 


#Yeh, KV4FZED# 
#This is KV4FZED. Who’s calling me?# 


(Okay, I'll tell you one thing... You’re both QRMing 
this Maritime Mobile Net, so you stand by) 


#| just got a call on here sir, was there somebody 
calling me?# 


(KB2Zulu Foxtrot, go ahead and call your traffic 
again sir...) 


"KV4FZED N5SFX" 
"KV4FZED KV4FZED N5FX calling" 


#Who’s calling me in there, Net Control? Net 
Control, who is calling KV4FZED?# 


(KV4Foxtrot Zulu, stand by, I’m working on traffic 
right now, You have walked on top of them twice.) 
(KB2Zulu Foxtrot try again sir.) 


"N5FX is calling KV4FZED, Over." 
"KV4FZED, N5FX" //CONTINUES CALLING// 


(Okay, I'll try to call him for you sir, K4PT K4PT 
NC7G...Are you there?) 


"| was calling before that station called, Jim...Let 
me finish my traffic please. KV4FZED, NSFX" 
//N5FX CONTINUES CALLING ON TOP OF NET 


I have never had my station or 
operator license revoked or suspended., | do not own a significant 


‘lam a currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio operator and 


wish to be a volunteer examiner. 


If so, please send a copy of 
sianed statement. and a SASE 


gram? 
he followina 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME A VOLUNTEER EXAMINER? 


under "The W5YI Report" Pro 
vour Extra Class license. t 


P.O. Box #565101: Dallas, TX 75356-5101 
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CONTROL STATION//... 


[This next section is excerpted from the intercept 


mailed to K2BFI. N1EYQ is indicated in "". 
in () and KV4FZ in # #.] 


K2BFI 


",.._But | think there’s a way of conducting 
things...//TRANSMISSION BLOCKED// 


(Don’t like the other side, Ha. This is K2BFI. He’s 
a provocateur.) 


#K2BFI, please leave the frequency. You're inter- 
fering with the station I’m talking with.# 


(All right, you butt in on everyone else//GARBLED 
WORD//Don't you like you’re own medicine, 
Herb?) 


#K2BFI, you're causing interference to on-going 
amateur communication.# 


(You do it all the while, so ahh.. We have the right 
to do the same thing back to you, don't we huh?) 


#KOBFI, you're causing interference, please stand 
by.# 


(Ahh baloney on you and your stock...//?// You’re 
the one that does a lot of broadcasting too. And 

Ahh on frequencies where they’re occupied. I've 
seen you do it many, many a time.) 


Will it work? 


There can be little doubt that the FCC is monitor- 
ing the craziness and is willing to take at least 
some action where warranted. FCC staff re- 
minded us that all 35 Facilities now have HF moni- 
toring capability and 13 of these have long-range 
HF direction-finding systems. These are in addi- 
tion to unattended and remote-controlled DF sites. 


We can only speculate on whether the Notices of 
Violation and Apparent Liability will affect the level 
of QRM on 20 meters. We wonder if the replies to 
be received by the FCC will be convincing enough 
to avoid fines, and if news of the enforcement 
actions will galvanize the amateur community into 
solving its own problems. 
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| FCC INQUIRY INTO RECORDED TRANSMISSIONS 


The FCC sent Glen Baxter, K1MAN, a letter on 
August 15th stating they "...have received multiple 
complaints alleging deliberate interference by pre- 
recorded tyransmissions, identified as K1MAN. 

As a result, some questions have been raised and 
are hereby addressed." 


The Commission wanted to know what kind of 
control is being used to activate the IARN 
recorded trnasmissions. Robert C. McKinney, 
FCC Engineer in Charge of the Vero Beach, Flor- 
ida, field office wrote that "It appears that the 
transmissions may have started automatically." 


He also wanted to know "What steps are being 
taken to preclude causing interference to existing 
communications prior to the IARN recordings be- 
ing transmitted? Complaints allege that record- 
ings began in the middle of previously established 
and ongoing communications." 


"Since these allegations constitute possible viola- 
tions of the FCC Rules and Regulations, it is re- 
quested that you respond to this letter of inquiry 
in writing, within 10 days of receipt." 


Baxter promptly responded by saying that 
§97.3(6) [automatic] control is not used at his sta- 
tion. He also said that the schedule of K1MAN 
transmissions are listed in Radijoscan Magazine 
"in addition to being published within each 
transmission. Also, unlike the 75 year precedent 
set by W1AW for these amateur public service 
transmissions, there is a courtesy 60 second, 30 
second and 10 second warning before each 
K1MAN transmission to allow for other amateur 
stations to comply with §97.101(b)." [which states 
control operators must cooperate in selecting 
transmitting channels and in making the most 
effective use of the amateur service frequencies. 
No frequency will be assigned for the exclusive 
use of any station.] 


"Those very stations that submitted letters of com- 
plaint which prompted your letter of inquiry, 
including KV4FZ, intentionally and regularly ope- 
rate just before and during scheduled K1MAN 
transmissions with malicious intent to disrupt 
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those transmissions..." Baxter also criticized 
McKinney for not being familiar with §97.401 (b) 
which permits emergency international communi- 
cations without the FCC declaring a temporary 
state of emergency. [ITU Resolution No. 640 
does, however, require "...that such communica- 
tions shall be carried out only with the consent of 
the administration of the country in which the dis- 
aster has occurred."] 


MILITARY CLAMPING DOWN ON 33cm 


The Department of Defense Area Frequency Co- 
ordinator is contacting amateurs adjacent to the 
White Sands (New Mexico) Missile Range and 
advising them: 

(1.) their 420-430 MHz operations are sources of 
interference to White Sands Missile Range opera- 
tions and; 

(2.) "Amateur mobile and repeater operations in 
the 430-450 portion are a continuing concern to 
Fort Bliss (El Paso, Texas) operations." 


Stanley F. Greene, DOD Area Frequency Coordi- 
nator, reminds amateurs: 

..the FCC Rules limit amateur operations to 50 
watts PEP in the White Sands restricted area 
unless an exception is granted by the FCC and 
the DOD Area Frequency Coordinator; 

..and amateur operations in the White Sands re- 
stricted area (which includes the Missile Range 
and Fort Bliss) are on a secondary, non-inter- 
ference basis to authorized Government opera- 
tions. 


"The US Air Force, through the US Government 
Interdepartmental Radio Advisory Committee 
(IRAC), recently asked the FCC to add an addit- 
ional rule for the White Sands restricted area. This 
‘would require amateur operators to coordinate 
any operations in the 420-430 MHz band with the 
White Sands DoD AFC before operating there. 

We understand that this request has been ap- 
proved by the FCC in principle, and will be incorp- 
orated in the future." 


The White Sands Missile Range has recently 
posted highway signs at several locations sur- 
rounding the range informing amateurs that radi- 
ation in the 420-430 MHz band is restricted in the 
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area. The signs furnish a phone number (505/ 
678-1208) for further information. 


Amateurs receiving a warning letter from Greene 
are being asked to contact Mr. Tom Banks at 
505/678-5417 to obtain further 420-430 MHz ope- 
rating authority. 


Greene apparently needs a new §Part 97 Rule 
book. He cites Part §97.67 and §97.185 as the 
governing authority. These regulations were 


Contains all (nearly 2,000) questions, 


reworded last year into §97.303(b), §97.303(g)(2) | 
and §97.313(f). o2) | 
YASME SAILS AGAIN > : 
L 
Lloyd Colvin, W6KG, and Iris Colvin, W6QL, an- = 
nounce once again their departure on a six month O C 
YASME DxX-pedition. They departed on August ‘ 
20th on a flight from San Francisco to London to 
Dar es Salaam, Tarzania. They hope to use the sam 
call SH@KG there. Well-known DXer, Tom Warren, a 
5H31TW, has a place for the Colvins to stay and — 


operate. Lu 


After that, Lloyd and Iris hope to visit many of the za 
remaining countries where they have not been 
before, and to operate in such countries if permis- 
sion to operate can be obtained. As usual, they 
will be on all bands, operating about half SSB and 
half CW. They plan to visit both Mozambique and 
Madagascar, but, as of now, do NOT have per- 
mission to operate. 


As usual, all QSLs should go to: YASME, P.O. Box 
2025, Castro Valley, California 94546. 


® On August 16, 1990, US Marshalls with the 
assistance of Engineers from the FCC’s San Fran- 
cisco Office, seized twenty-nine pieces of illegal 
radio equipment valued at $6,000 from Tabb CB 
Radio in nearby Hanford, California. (Twenty- 
seven were CB linear amplifiers.) The store is 
owned by Ronald D. Woodhouse who faces up to 
$100,000 in fines and/or up to one year in prison. 


@ From Canada comes word that new amateur 
club prefixes have been authorized for England 
GX, Scotland GS, Wales GC, Northern Ireland GN, 
Isle of Man GT, Jersey GH and Guernsey GP. 


The Radio Amateur's LICENSING HANDBOOK is for everyone 


ANOTHER NEW BOOK FROM W5YI PUBLISHING! 
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The Foundation for Amateur Radio, Inc. 
announced the following winners for the 33 schol- 
arships which it administers: Stuart Rosner, WU4L, 
Vienna, VA $1,000; Michael King KA8NAJ, Canton, 
OH, $900; Martin Gruen, KA2VLD, Runnemede, 
NJ, $750; William T. Baggett, AASDF, New Braun- 
fels, TX, $750; Thomas W. Brown, KA2UGQ, Berk- 
eley Heights, NJ, $750; Victoria L. Gruen, 
KA2VHR, Runnemede, NJ, $750; Paul W. Hoffman, 
NK3M, Sinking Spring, PA, #$750; Robert M. 
Popella, KA3HIE, Tidioute, PA, $750; Jason G. 
Lovett, N1EJD, Kennebunk, ME, $750; Heather L. 
Ludtke, KD@RU, Glenwood Springs, CO, $750; 
Douglas Claprood, KA2KWB, Mt. Morris, NY $500; 
Timothy Potocki, N3CZV, Bradfordwoods, PA, 
$500; Jonathan Vidal, NY3Z, Erie, PA, $500; Rich- 
ard T. De La Hunt, KA@LEE, Park Rapids, MN, 
$500; Melissa Benish, N3FAC, Pittston, PA, $1200; 
Jennifer Doerrie, KASWMJ, Booker, TX, $600; Paul 
C. Yoder, KA3MUD, Bridgeport, PA, $600; Kurt W. 
Rupprecht, N3EOI, Salisbury, MD, $1,000; Barry 
Bell, KASPRE, Reisterstown, MD, $1,000; Andrew 
S. Faiola, N3GLA, Silver Spring, MD, $1,000; David 
S. Katz, NS3DKV, Bowie, MD, $1,000; Aaron A. Algi- 
ere, KC4NGA, Gainesville, FL, $1000; Nathaniel 
Tarbox, KC4AOl, Jacksonville Beach, FL, $1,000; 
Douglas M. Benish, N3CXB, Pittston, PA, $2,000; 
William T. Free, KC3YO, Fairfax, VA, $1,000; Amos 
D. Faux-Burhans, KS30, Thurmont, MD, $1,000; 
Mark Horwath, KA1SPU, Derry, NH, $750; Nathan 
S. Willinham, KAQUFO, Bevier, MO $1,000; Doug- 
las Kleemann, KASLWN, Shawano, WI, $500; Chad 
Kurszewski, WESV, Greenfield, WI, $500; Martin 
Van Der Burgt, KA9MSR, Kaukauna, WI, $500; 
Matthew M. Harbur, KB2GHW, Woodstock, NY, 
$1,000 and Lesley D. Walker, N4FTJ, Cullman, AL 
$750. 


@ April 27, 1991, is the 200th Anniversary of 
Samuel F.B. Morse’s birthday. Tony Smith/G4FAl, 
who edits the Morse Telegraphy Club’s "Morsum 
Magnificat" publication, plans a listing all Morse 
operating activites commemorating the event. 
Send to: Tony Smith, G4FAI, 11 Tash Place, 
London, U.K. (England) N11 1PA. 


@ Mike Stone, WBQQCD, has recently published a 
database of ATV Repeaters. Cost is $5.00 unless 
you are a State frequency coordinator. (US ATV 
Society, P.O. Box #1002, Dubuque, IA 52004) 
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AMATEUR RADIO CALL SIGNS 


..issued as of the first of September 1990: 


Radio Gp."A" Gp."B" Gp."C" 
District Extra Advan. Tech/Gen 
Q (*) AA®BW KFOMM N@MKQ 
4 WJ1Q KC1WU NIIAA 
PAs AA2BB KE2VY N2LFL 
3 WD3Z KD3TR NSIMS 
4 (*) AB4YT KN4OJ (***) 
5 (2) AAS5UN KI5IU N5RGO 
oi") AA6XU KK6PA (***) 
Za(") AA7FT KG7HZ N7PLR 
8 (*) AA8CC KF8JD N8MWQ 
9 WV9SE KESYY N9KCF 
N.Mariana Is. AH@! AH@AG KH@AM 
Guam KH2N AH2CH KH2EP 
Johnston Is. AH3C AH3AD KH3AD 
Midway Is. AH4AA KH4AD 
Hawaii es) AH6KN NH6XM 
Kure Is. KH7AA 
Amer. Samoa AH8D AH8AD KHBAI 
Wake W.Peale AH9A AH9AD KH9AE 
Alaska (3*) AL7MG NL7UU 
Virgin Is. NP2G KP2BU NP2DX 
Puerto Rico (E*) KP4QZ WP4YU 


CALL SIGN WATCH: 


left!) 


Gp."D" 

Novice 
KBQHLY 
KA1WIT 
KB2LAX 
KA3SWUO 
KC4SSO 
KB5NPM 
KC6NMS 
KB7LOQ 
KB8KPK 
KB9FLP 
WH@AAN 
WH2AMR 
WH3AAG 
WH4AAH 
WHE6CIP 


WH8AAZ 
WHS9AAH 
WL7BZI 
WP2AHD 
WP4JIH 


*=All 2-by-1 call signs have 
been assigned in the 2nd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th 
and "0" radio districts where 2-by-1 format call 
signs from the AA-AK prefix block are now being 
assigned to Extra Class amateurs. (Other than 
DX, only the 1st, 3rd and 9th district have 2-by-1’s 


**—A\| Group A (2-by-1) format call signs have 
been assigned in Hawaii, Alaska and Puerto Rico. 
Group "B" (2-by-2) format call signs are assigned 
to Extra Class when Group "A" are depleted. 

***—Group "C" (1-by-3) call signs have now 
run out in both the 4th and 6th call districts. 
According to the rules (adopted by the Commis- 
sion Feb. 8, 1978, Docket No. 21135), Technic- 
ian/General class amateurs are next assigned 
Group "D" (2-by-3 format) call signs when all 
Group "C" have been assigned. Upgrading Nov- 
ice amateurs holding a 2-by-3 format call sign in 
the 4th and 6th call areas will no longer be able 
to request a 1-by-3 and will be automatically 
assigned another more recent 2-by-3 format call 
sign if they do! The FCC has steadfastly said 
they will not be going back and reassigning 
unused "K" and "W" 1-by-3 format call signs. 

[Source: FCC, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania] 
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JULY VE PROGRAM STATISTICS JULY AMATEUR LICENSING STATISTICS 


July 1988 1989 July 1987 1988 1989 1990 
No. VEC’s *61 New 
. Amateurs: 870 1943 1673 2003 
esting Sessions 378 Upgrading: 
VEC 1988 1989 Novices 1224 1307 1734 2164 
W5Y!I 34.4% 45.4% Technicians 237 408 520 636 
ARRL 42.6 36.5 Generals 251 330 349 460 
CAVEC 6.3 5.6 Advanced 176 282 276 311 
seni 4.2 4.6 : Total: 1888 2327 2879 3511 
thers 25 11.8 Renewals: (*) 
Year-to-Date Sessions 2816 Total Renew: 2766 3666 es Vd TS 
Novices 204 287 ag * 10 
Elements Administ. 6261 Purged: (*) 
VEC 1988 1989 Total Dropped: 1551 1421 1477 1672 
re 49.7% 45.4% Novices 1048 759 764 776 
S 25.8 28.6 Census: 
CAVEC 6.7 10.2 Indiv. Oper. 428854 437266 461286 490502 
DeVRY 3.4 3.8 : Change/Year +8661 +8412 +24020* +29216* 
Others 14.4 12.0 Individual Operators by Class: (and % of total) 
Year-to-Date Elements 55941 Extra Advan. General Technic. Novice Total: 
: July 1987 
sen to 3822 42651 97906 114617 87759 83921 428854 
eee aa pace 10.0% 22.8% 26.7% 20.5% 19.5% 100.0% 
met epaiehs July 1988 
W5YI 26.0 30.8 eee 
CAVEC 6 4 66 45716 98420 113405 98370 81355 437266 
10.5% 225% 259% 22.5% 18.6%  ~TOUGis 
DeVRY 3.4 S2 : July 1989 (* 
Others 1h 10.5 July 1989 C) 
; 49047 101060 116021 110750 84428 461286 
Year-to-Date T 
eae ae 10.6% 21.9% 25.2% 24.0% 183% 100.0% 
July 1990 (* 
52440 104041 118846 123943 91232 490502 
10.7% 21.2% 242% ~ 253% 18.6% ~100G% 
Club/ 
RACES & (1987) (1988) (1989) (1990) 
Military: 2456 2336 2474 2444 
Total Active: 431310 439602 463760 492946 
% Increase +2.00% +1.93% +5.5%* +6.29%* 
Administrative Errors by VE’s/VEC’s *Adjusted Growth is actually a decrease!* 
July 1988 (*) NOTE: The number of amateurs in 1989 and 1990 
Defect. Applications 0.8% 0.6% is not comparable with prior years. Due to the 
Late Filed Sessions 24% 1.6% implementation of the 10-year term license in 1984, 
Defective Reports 24% 0.2% amateurs who would ordinarily be dropping out of the 
Amateur Service between 1989 and 1993 by not re- 
(*) Note: The FCC previously considered ARRL, WS5Y1 newing will be carried on the amateur roles for another 
and DeVry to be 13 VEC’s each since VEC’s initially five years before being purged from the FCC's data 
were appointed on a regional basis. Since any VEC base. This has the effect of greatly overstating the 
may now coordinate examinations in any region, the amateur census for 1989 and 1990 since the records 


FCC reduced the number of VEC Regions (62) to VEC of silent keys and non-renewals will not be deleted. 
Organizations (18.) We have adjusted 1988 and 1989 The alarming trend of negative growth in the number 
figures to reflect this change. of U.S. ham radio operators continues! 


[Source: Personal Radio Branch/FCC; Washington, D.C_] [Source: FCC Licensing Facility, Gettysburg, PA] 


July 1988 
Pass Rate - All 60.6% 
Upgrade Rate- W5YIl 54.3 
Applicants/Session 10.1 
Appl./Session W5Y!| yh ge 
Elements/Applicant 1.6 
Sessions Per VEC 21.0 
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@ We received an interesting letter 
from ZL2CA, Bob Vernall, of Well- 
ington, New Zealand, accompanied 
by many documents concerning 
the international regulations apply- 
ing to the Morse code require- 
ments over the years. 


of frequencies above 1,000 Mc/s." 
(This was before the days of mega- 
hertz.) 

WARC-59 (Geneva) kept the 
same wording but revised Article 
41, §1563 to 144 Mc/s. WARC-79 
(Also Geneva) further reduced the 
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clubs set up colorful booths and 
held a giant flea market. Sixty 
major equipment manufacturers 
including Kenwood, Yaesu, Icom 
and Japan Marantz displayed their | 
newest products. 


AGIA, 


The Bouvet DXpedition station 
was reproduced with the actual 
equipment and members of the 
Bouvet team in attendance. More 


There are actually two sets of 
rules that apply. One is the inter- 
national Radio Regulations as 


frequency above which the code 
requirement may be waived to 30 
MHz. (Now Section 32.) The next 


cS ©. 
instructions on how to administer Novice 


..and Technician - Extra Class tests. 


iw 


~ 


P.O. Box #565101 
Dallas, TX 73356 


GUARANTEED 


OR MONEY BACK 


wishing to upgrade _..even volunteer examiners administering 
tests under the Novice and VE/VEC System. Over 300 pages! 


agreed upon by the ITU nations. 
The other is the amateur tele- 
graphy rules adopted by the indi- 
vidual nations. 

While ITU countries must con- 
form to the international law, some 
nations "interpret" the international 
Radio Regulations or take advant- 
age of a loop-hole that permits 
nations to deviate from the ITU reg- 
ulations providing interference is 
not caused to the radio services of 
other countries. It is on this basis 
that Japan allows code-free opera- 
tion on the HF ham bands. 

Bob sent along photocopies of 
the amateur telegraphy rules from 
the last four general World Admini- 
strative Radio Conferences. . 

The Cairo WARC (1938) 
required code profiency for all fre- 
quencies. Its Article 8, §197 read 
‘In amateur stations and in private 
experimental stations, authorized to 
make emissions, any person ope- 
rating the apparatus, either on his 
own account or for another, must 
have proved his ability to transmit 
passages in the Morse Code and 
to read, in radiotelegraphy recep- 
tion by ear, passages thus trans- 
mitted. He may be replaced only 
by authorized persons possessing 
the same qualifications." 

WARC-47 (Atlantic City) revised 
the rule to Article 42, §1003: "Any 
person operating the apparatus in 
an amateur station must have 
proved that he is able to transmit, 
and to receive by ear, texts in 
Morse code signals. Administra- 
tions concerned may, however, 
waive this requirement in the case 
of stations making use exclusively 


WARC (Spain-1992) has an agen- 
da that is limited in scope and it is 
not known if this section will be 
reviewed at that time. 

Bob does talk about a possible 
effort, however, by a recently 
formed ITU Voluntary Group of Ex- 
perts (VGE) to review the inter- 
national telegraphy requirements at 
the HF level. The VGE is charged 
with studying ways of simplifying 
the International Radio Regulations. 


@ The Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineerson Aug. 13 
issued an Entity Position Statement 
regarding the health effects of RF 
fields. 

The institute said "there is no 
cause for alarm" over the environ- 
mental levels of RF fields to which 
the general population is exposed, 
and based on present knowledge, 
prolonged exposure at or below 
the permissible levels recom- 
mended by American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI) standard 
C95.1-1982 is not likely to be 
hazardous. 

IEEE called for research into 
mechanisms for reported biological 
effects; understanding of compara- 
tive CW, modulated and pulsed 
fields effects; study of long-term 
effects of fields less than 1 
mW/cm2, and absorption measure- 
ment. 


@ [he world’s largest hamfest, 
"Ham Fair ’90* took place at the 
Tokyo International Trade Center at 
Harumi, Tokyo, Japan, Aug. 24-27. 
The main theme for the Fair was 
"Grade Up Ham Life!" Over 100 


than 60,000 visitors attended Ham 
Fair 90. Special commemorative 

station, 8J1HAM was operated by 
JARL members. 

Japan also has two other spe- 
cial events station operating. 
8J6JEN will be on the air until Nov. 
4 commemorating the "Journey 
Exposition, Nagasaki," and 8J6FGM 
honoring "Food & Green Exposi- 
tion, Miyazaki." (Thanks JARL) 


® The ensuing union of both Ger- 
man countries, the German Demo- 
cratic Republic and the Federal 
Republic of Germany has resulted 
in the first "Worked all Germany 
Contest." (WAGC, 1500 UTC Oct. 
20 to 1500 UTC Oct. 21.) Y2 (East 
German) and DL (West German) 
stations worked count 3 points per 
band in CW and again on SSB. 
Exchange is (Germany) RST + 
German district, others: RST + ser- 
ial number beginning at 001. Mul- 
tiplier: number of different districts. 
Logs to: RSV, PO Box 30, Berlin 
1055, GDR. Certificates awarded. 


@ The UK Radiocommunications 
Agency recently sent out Informa- 
tion Sheet No. 7 announcing new 
updated amateur privileges in 
Great Britain. The new license has 
a new numbering format, provides 
for special event privileges for club 
stations, allows licensed amateurs 
of other countries to operate their 
station "under direct supervision", 
permits extra frequencies for unat- 
tended operation of beacons, low 
power devices, digital communica- 
tions and direction finding competi- 
tions and electronic log keeping. 
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® Be prepared to pay state sales 
taxes even if you don't live in the 
state where you made a mail or 
telephone order purchase. Eight 
more states (Vermont, Rhode 
Island, Kansas, New Mexico, Ohio, 
Missouri, Utah and Georgia) have 
recently passed "use tax" laws 
which require retailers to charge 
state taxes to out-of-state buyers or 
(as in the case of Maine) the con- 
sumer to report their use-tax liabil- 
ity. Thirty-three states now require 
direct marketers to collect tax on 
sales made to customers who live 
outside the seller's home state. 
Some states even have arrange- 
ments to share sales information 
uncovered during audits of mail 
order firms with other states. You 
could get a tax bill from a neigh- 
boring state months after the pur- 
chase! 


® Personal Communications Net- 
works (PCN’s) are coming. Be pre- 
pared to obtain a lifetime personal 
phone number; not for your car or 
phone - but for an individual per- 
son ...similar to a social security 
number. Several terrestrial and 
satellite firms are working on tech- 
nology and equipment that will 
make shirt-pocket paging and tele- 
phone service available to every- 
one 24 hours a day no matter 
where they are! Cellular carriers, 
phone companies and entrepre- 
neurs are investigating digital cellu- 
lar, digital packet radio, wireless 
local-area networks using unregu- 
lated §Part 15 frequencies, vertical 
blanking (TV) intervals, FM subcar- 
riers ...you name it, as a means of 
delivery. One company is testing 
PCN equipment that operates in 
the 902-928 MHz ham band! 


@ Seattle amateurs have prepared 
an excellent professional video of 
the World Radiosport Team Cham- 
pionship (DX ham radio competi- 
tion) recently held at the Goodwill 
games. Write Steve Morris, K7LXC, 


16521 73rd Avenue S.E., Snoh- 
mish, WA 98290 for information or 
telephone: 206/485-7913 


@ Panasonic’s Home Cleaning 
Robot was an instant hit at the 
recent VDTA (Vacuum Dealer 
Trade Association) show in Atlanta. 
The cordless (rechargable) 15-inch 
square vac cleans your house at 
night - or any other time you spe- 
cify - and automatically runs back 
to the recharger when its battery 
power gets low. The user simply 
programs in the room size. The 
machine uses "fuzzy logic" to make 
flexible decisions based on area 
and surface to be cleaned. 


@ The House has unanimously 
approved HR-2965 which looks 
toward reallocating 200-MHz of 
government radio spectrum to the 
private commercial sector. An 
identical companion bill, S-2904, is 
being considered in the Senate. 
The Bush administration opposes 
the bills stating that frequency 
bands should be shared rather 
than re-allocated. The Pentagon 
argues that the federal government 
might have to relinquish frequen- 
cies deemed critical to national 
security. 


@A Montreal cable system is test- 
ing Videotron interactive television. 
TV viewers are able to select from 
any of four camera shots of hockey 
and baseball games by pressing 
buttons on a remote control 
device. 


@ Both AT&T and Bell South have 
new "Caller ID" devices (about 
$100) that display the phone num- 
ber of incoming calls. This lets 
people know who is calling before 
they pick up the phone. Pizza par- 
lors are also using them to reduce 
number of delivery calls to fictic- 
ious addresses by asking callers 
their phone number and then com- 
paring with the readout. 


@ Computer voice messaging is a 
new feature being tested for pay 
phones. A message is recorded 
and left after the caller receives a 
busy signal. Calls are then placed 
automatically every 15 minutes to 
the recipient and the message 
played back. 


@ Seiko Epson Co., Ltd., has a 
hand held device that can instantly 
translate English written words into 
Japanese. The automatic transla- 
tor looks up each word as you 
scan scross a page of text and 
matches English words to 31,000 
Japanese words and phrases 
stored in its memory! 


@The Senate Commerce Commit- 
tee has unanimously approved 
compromise legislation that would 
let telephone companies enter the 
cable TV business - but prohibits 
them from providing the program- 
ming. Under the legislation, the 
phone companies would be per- 
mitted to offer "video channels" on 
a common carrier basis. Measure 
now goes to the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 


@ The National Music Publishers 
Association has filed suit against 
Sony Corp. to prevent marketing of 
its consumer digital audio tape 
(DAT) recorders in the U.S. DAT 
recorders have the capacity to 
make perfect reproductions of 
CD’s and digital tapes. Sony 
thought they had an agreement 
with the music industry but NMPA 
was not a party to the original set- 
tlement which provided for special 
circuitry that prevented duplication 
past the second generation. 


@A third of the FCC’s budget 
could be cut (from $118 to $80 
million) if the White House and 
Congress can’t agree on their own 
budget plan. The administration 
directed all government agencies 
to plan for a 31.9% budget cut! 


code course and illustrated textbook. Everything you need to know to 
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making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipment or license 


preparation materials. My age is at least 18 years old." 
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IARU REGION TWO NEWS REAPPEARS! 


The /JARU Region II News, the official organ of 
ITU Region II (North/South America and the Carib- 
bean) of the /nternational Amateur Radio Union, 
has recently been revived after six years of inactiv- 
ity. It is edited by Fred Laun, K3ZO, of Temple 
Hills, MD, a journalist with the U.S. Information 
Agency, Washington, DC. Publication will be 
approximately once every four months with the 
next issue planned for November. Fred welcomes 
input and can reached via packet, K3ZO @K3NA. 


The purpose of the /ARU Region II News is to 
keep the officers and members of the 37 IARU 
Region Il member societies informed on amateur 
radio issues of the day, particularly those con- 
cerned with preparations for the upcoming 1992 
World Administrative Radio Conference. 


The July issue carries a stern warning from IARU 
Region II president Albert Shaio, HK3DEU, "... many 
of our HF bands, and particularly the 7 MHz band 
will be ferociously attacked by other services [at 
WARC-92] ...The future of amateur radio depends 
on the ability of the IARU organization world wide 
to defend and promote our activities." 


ARRL, FCC PREPARE FOR FINAL 220 BATTLE 


Having exhausted its lobbying, filing, commenting 
and reconsideration efforts for the most part, the 
ARRL now looks to the U.S. Court of Appeals to 
roll back the reallocation of 220-222 MHz to pri- 
vate land mobile radio services for "narrowband" 
(5 KHz) usage. 


The FCC gave Amateur Radio exclusive use of 
222-225 MHz. But the ham community generally 
reviled the reallocation of the lower part of the 
band because other spectrum is available for land 
mobile; because the benefits of narrowband tech- 
nology may have been overblown; and because 
of troubling questions in the FCC’s analysis, 
among other issues. Oral arguments before the 
court are scheduled for November 16 in Washing- 
ton. 


FCC decisions are often appealed to the court by 
parties who believe the FCC to have acted 
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irrationally or beyond its jurisdiction. The FCC 
usually wins appeals of spectrum allocations, 
however. The court tends to defer to the tech- 
nical expertise of the FCC, and to the agency's 
broad authority to decide where in the spectrum 
its licensees must operate. 


We think it’s doubtful that the court could find 
enough errors in the FCC’s decision to reverse it 
outright. Even if the court were to ‘remand’ the 
case to the FCC -- that is, return it to the FCC for 
modification or better explanation -- we think the 
FCC would reaffirm the spectrum takeaway but 
would just come out with additional papers to 
justify it. But maybe we'll get lucky. 


In any case, both sides are giving this final appeal 
their best shot. Especially for this effort the ARRL 
retained Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft, a law 
firm experienced in appeal matters, in addition to 
its long-time counsel Chris Imlay/N3AKD of Booth, 
Freret & Imlay. 


Interestingly, the FCC can’t use one of its employ- 
ees who is highly experienced in the 220 case. 
That individual is Robert Pettit, who is the Com- 
mission’s General Counsel (chief attorney). Pettit 
was involved in the 220 reallocation as a member 
of United Parcel Service’s law firm. UPS was the 
main proponent of the reallocation. The company 
is an ‘intervenor’ in the appeal, as are the major 
land mobile radio associations and manufactur- 
ers. 


Pettit has ‘recused’ (excused) himself from this 
220 appeal, as conflict-of-interest regulations 
require. Instead, the FCC is being represented by 
Associate General Counsel Daniel Armstrong and 
by counsel Sue Ann Preskill. 


Much of the dispute between the FCC and ARRL 

pertains to the FCC’s belief that usage of 220-222 
Ml is light. Taking the ARRL Repeater Directory 
as its guide, the Commission apparently assumed 
that the main use of 220-222 MHz was for repeat- 
ers, and finding few in that band, decided that the 
band was little-used. 


ARRL pointed out instead that a key use of 220- 
222 Ml is for high-speed intercity packet links 
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which would not show up in the Directory. The 
League conducted a 48-hour survey of the band, 
identifying 773 fixed amateur stations and 1,106 
weak-signal stations, not including "many hun- 
dreds" of packet stations. 


Our own examination of the FCC’s filings leads us 
to believe that the Commission consistently mis- 
understood or ignored the differences between 
220 MHz packet links and packet end-user sta- 
tions, and believes that low numbers of packet 
listings in the Repeater Directory shows low 
amounts of packet radio usage in general. 


The FCC told the appeals court in its initial 
briefing, "ARRL’s Repeater Directory listed only 
1272 packet operations in all bands nationwide. 
Only 9 percent of those are in the 220-222 MHz 
band, and only 4 percent in the 222-225 MHz 
band. ... The Commission found that the data it 
had clearly showed that very few of the packet 
operations will be affected by this rulemaking as 
most are already in bands other than the 220-222 
MHz band. 


"After examining the record, the Commission re- 
jected ARRL’s contention that this band was heav- 
ily used by amateurs," the FCC said. "While ama- 
teurs alleged intensive use of the band...there was 
nothing to support that contention. ...The review of 
all the available data, including the material 
submitted by ARRL and individual amateurs, con- 
firmed the findings in the NPRM that the use of 
the 220-222 MHz band by amateurs was relatively 
light. ...In the 220-222 MHz band, the Commission 
observed that an extremely large number of un- 
used channels existed throughout most of the 
country. ...[M]Jany amateurs stated that the appeal 
of the band was its uncongested nature." 


ARRL told the court that "Rather than accept 
ARRL’s survey as a sample of overlooked use, 
FCC misused that data to support its assumption 
of light use. FCC simply combined the obviously 
incomplete ARRL survey with the necessarily in- 
complete Repeater Directory. ...To make matters 
worse, FCC averaged the Directory listings and 
the ARRL sampling data over the entire nation. 
This masked the intensive loading around urban 
areas, the very areas where emergency communi- 
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cations links are most vitally needed when ordi- 
nary communications are disrupted, and where 
other bands are too crowded to reaccommodate 
the displaced services." 


The FCC said, "ARRL’s complaints about the de- 
ficiency of the record cannot overcome its own 
failure to provide the Commission with sufficient 
evidence to support its position that the Commis- 
sion was obliged to give the amateurs all of the 5 
MHz of spectrum at issue here." 


With regard to other bands that might be used for 
land mobile in place of 220-222, the FCC noted 
that the 30-50 MHz band was “unsuitable for nar- 
rowband technology" -- even though it may be 
well-suited for the wideband systems prevailing as 
the next-generation spectrum-efficient technology. 


The FCC said it "further found that its license 
database indicated there were no unused fre- 
quencies there" -- even though its database, to 
the extent it is accurate or up-to-date at all -- 
shows licenses and not usage. ARRL pointed out 
"the FCC has no idea how many licensed stations 
in the land mobile service have ever been built, or 
once built are still operational." 


In any event, amateurs will still be able to operate 
in the 220-222 MHz segment until the announce- 
ment to "pull the plug" comes sometime in the 
next several months, when the FCC releases its 
final service rules for the band. 


The decision of the appeals court is likely to 
impact not only the 220 MHz case but future 
cases as the supply of available spectrum 
appears to dry up and more conflicts erupt over 
allocations. Only time will tell if ham emergency 
capabilities will really be reduced as a result of 
the reallocation, or if amateur technical develop- 
ment will be able to compensate for the loss 
somehow. 


Reviewing one of its prior decisions, the court 
once said that "an agency cannot reckless[ly] 
decide to mortgage the future for the present, 
glibly assuring critics that technological 
advancement can be counted upon to save us 
from the consequences of our decision." 


